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Our Goal 

The successful and harmonious co-existence of North Atlantic Right Whales and humans in 
Florida's coastal waters, fostered by an informed and actively involved community. 
 

Preface 

The 2025-2026 right whale calving season was the most productive in fifteen years; 23 calves 
were born into the population.  This 2025-2026 season was the 26th season for the Marineland 
Right Whale Project (MRWP), which began in 2001.  We employ 200+ volunteers (citizen 
scientists) to form a sighting network from approximately Ponte Vedra Beach (latitude 30°07’)  
south to New Smyrna Beach (latitude 28°56’), a distance of about 70 nautical miles.  We 
collaborate with colleagues from the Blue World Research Institute to provide coverage in and 
adjacent to the Southeast U.S. right whale critical habitat.  This coverage is complementary to 
the aerial surveys conducted by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.  This 
interim report provides the principal results from the MRWP 2025-26 season as well as overall 
results and status of the population. 

 

Results 

Sighting Effort 

The dedicated sighting effort for the Marineland Right Whale Project began on Tuesday, 6 
January and ended on Saturday, 14 March 2026.  Early sightings, beginning on 19 December 
2025, were reported prior to the formal surveys. 

 

Sightings 

The MRWP reported 23 right whale sightings in the 2025-26 season (Table 1).  Of these, there 
were 17 mother-calf sightings (nine different mothers), one single, one pair, three groups, and 
one unknown.   Noteworthy was a pair of reproductive-age females that traveled together, 
Babushka, #3890, 18 years old; and Calamari, #3946, 19 years old.  Neither has given birth to a 
known calf.  Also noteworthy was a group sighting on 16 February off Gamble Rogers State 
Park, and reported further south by BWRI the next day on 17 February.  The last right whale 
sighting for the season was that of Mirror, #4617, with her first calf.  We opined that the calf was 
small and appeared to be a late-season birth.  On 7 May, the pair was sighted off Plum Island, 
north of Cape Ann Massachusetts, by colleagues at the center for Coastal Studies in 
Provincetown.   
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Outreach 

Communication with both the volunteers and the public is essential to the program.  E-news 
bulletins were sent out on eight occasions.  Frequent social media posts were made on Facebook 
and Instagram.  There were three training presentations to the volunteers, and 17 presentations to 
the public (Table 2).  

Our upgraded and updated website is marinelandrightwhale.org.   

One of our volunteers had a magazine article published: Kuhns, Barbara, 2025. “North Atlantic 
Right Whales Wintering in the Southeast.” Sun and Surf, Oct–Dec 2025, pp. 24–26. 

In March, we were contacted by People magazine.  An on-line article was subsequently posted 
at: https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-protect-endangered-north-atlantic-right-whales. 

Lastly, several videos have been posted at our YouTube channel, Marineland Right Whale. 

 

 

Unmanned Aerial Systems (UASs) 

Unmanned aerial systems, UASs, first employed by our program in 2019, continue to enhance 
our ability to photographically document sightings, make individual identifications, and record 
behaviors.  The UASs also have a role in keeping the volunteers engaged and inspired (they 
experience close and enhanced video in real time). 

 

Discussion 

MRWP Program Notes. 

Every season and every whale is different. 

What we have witnessed during 26 years is a great deal of variability.  Overlaid atop a general 
pattern is the variability in whale distribution, abundance, and behavior. 

Figure 2 shows the year-to-year variability—some years we sighted zero mother-calf pairs in our 
area,  other years we sighted these pairs in double digits.   

Population-Level Notes 

Likewise for the total sightings by the collective efforts of all teams.  Calf births ranged from 
zero to 39.  The 23 calves born in the 2026 season were the most in 15 years (Figure 3).   The list 
of birthing females in 2026 provides some encouragement;  there were two first-time mothers 
reported (catalog #4610 and #4617 (Table 3).  Lastly, the calving interval, a measure of 
fecundity, decreased from previous years.  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-protect-endangered-north-atlantic-right-whales
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The net effect of the 2026 results is that for another year the population size is increasing (Figure 
4).  While the increase is small, it is comparable to the fairly steady growth of this population 
during the 1990s to 2010 period, prior to the downturn in the 2017–2020 period.  
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Table 1.  Summary of 2025-2026 sightings and responses by the Volunteer Sighting Network (VSN), a collaborative effort by the Marineland 
Right Whale Project and the Blue World Research Institute, with collaboration by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission team. 

Date Day Time Lat  Long Class/ID Hdg Orig/VSN Notes 
19 Dec Fri 11:36 29 35.0  (.583) 

81 10.3  (.172) 
MC 
Callosity Back, #3760 
 

STA FWC, 
VSN001 

Barbara Kuhns,  
Jungle Hut Rd 
Judy Bowman, 
Jen & Katie too 
Katie drone 
J Greene video 
7 files & notes 
 

19 Dec Fri 12:39 27 56.1  (.935) 
80 28.4  (.473) 

MC 
Millipede, #3520 
 

S BWRI 
VSN002 

Joel video, 2 nmi N of 
Sebastian Inlet. Whitey’s 
Bait & Tackle 
 

19 Dec Fri  27 51.8 
80 28.5 

MC 
Slalom, #1245 

S VSN003 Tom Pitchford called, 
Playalinda Beach, CC 
National Seashore, Joel 
& Julie respond 
 

26 Dec Fri  15:30 29 22.4  (.373) 
081 04.6  (.077) 

SING 
Yrlng of 3540, 
Blackheart 
or  UNK 
 
 

N VSN0005 
or 
OTHR 087 

Ormond 
Julie relay, FWC plane, 
Laura Rauscher, Jeff 
Greene, Tony Caruso 

31 Dec Wed 14:35 28 08.0  (.033)   
80 34.3  (.575) 

MC 
Callosity Back, #3760 
 

S VSN006 and 
VSN007 

Joel video, 3003 N Hwy 
A1A, Melbourne, Hilton 
Hotel 2nd sight @ 17:15 
 

3 Jan Sat 9:13 27 53.6 
80 27.7 

2 HUWH STA VSN008 2 mi N of Sebastian Inlet. 
Whitey’s Bait & Tackle 
Joel video 
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Date Day Time Lat  Long Class/ID Hdg Orig/VSN Notes 
6 Jan Tue 12:41 30 07.1 (.098 )   

81 12.3  (.337) 
MC 
Boomerang, #2503 
 

S FLWS024 North Beach walkover 
Tom relay, FWC plane, 
Kim & Shea MC, pics w 
new camera 
 

7 Jan Wed 12:20 29 17.2   81 01.6 
29.272   81.023 
Cardinal Drive 

MC 
Callosity Back, #3560 

STA FLWS028 MC 
Julie relay, Tom calls, 
FWC plane, Zoe drone, 
FWC drone   
 

8 Jan Thur 09:58 29 29.3  (.488)  
81 07.3  (.122)  
Golden Lion 
 

MC  
Callosity Back, #3760 

N VSN010 Team 3, Michelle drone, 
Tony Caruso, Golden 
Lion  
 

11 Jan Sun  10:15 
 

30 09.7  (.162)   
81 20.8  (.347) 
Mickler’s 
Landing 

MC  
Callosity Back, #3760 

N VSN012 Tom relay, Team 1N, 
Shea, public via Tom, 
contributed videos, Shea 
stills 
 

16 Jan Fri 12:24 29 47.1  (.785) 
81 15.0   (.250) 
Crescent Beach 
 
 

SING 
Yrlng, new?  UNK ? 
2025 C of Minus One, 
#2430 

S VSN013 Public call to Mike 
Alyea, Linda Burek, Jeff 
Greene; FWC drone near 
Butler park 
 

18 Jan Sun 11:34 29 44.3  (.738) 
81 14.1  (.235) 
Sand Dollar 
condo 
 
 

ID UNK 
2 maybe 3 

S OTHR169 Jim receives call about a 
Facebook post, 8000 
A1A.  Exchange w Julie.  
Katie describes whales at 
Sand Dollar condos; 
sends public photo 
 



7 
 

Date Day Time Lat  Long Class/ID Hdg Orig/VSN Notes 
19 Jan Mon 16:49 

 
 

29 59.9  (.998) 
81 18.8  (313) 

MC  
Champagne, #3904 

STA FLWS041 South Ponte Vedra 
Julie call, pass to 
FWC plane 
Video fr Kerrie Durham 
 

21 Jan Wed 11:04 29 29.3  (.502) 
81 07.2  (.131) 
  
 

MC  
Champagne, #3904 

S VSN014 T. Clark  calls, Flagler 
Beach,  Tony Caruso, 
Martha Garito, track to   
S 23rd 
  

22 Jan Thur 11:04 28 56.4  (.973)    
80 49.0  (.817) 

MC 
Champagne, #3904 

STA   VSN015 New Smyrna Beach, 
Julie & Joel 
 

22 Jan Thur 09:17 29 08.9  (.148) 
80 57.7  (.962) 

MC 
Slalom, #1245 

STA PUBLIC 
OTHR185 

Tom calls, Daytona 
Beach Shores  T5, James 
Brody drone, FWC boat  
 

23Jan Fri  Bay Drive Park HUWH,  breeching  Team 2, FWC 
plane 

Jim responds, too distant 
for photos 

23 Jan Fri 14:10 30 16.5  81 9.9 MC    
Squilla,  #3720 

S VSN016 
MRWP 

 

23 Jan Fri 15:10 30 00.9  (.0150 
81 20.1   (.335) 

MC    
Squilla, #3720 

STA 
 

FLWS056 Team,  FWC  plane 
9S Ponte Vedra 
 

23Jan Fri 13:55 28 41.6 
80 38.6 
Canaveral 

MC 
Champagne, #3904 

STA FLWS055 FWC 

24 Jan Sat 14:46 29 22.2   (.037)  
81 04.6  (.077) 
 

MC  
Slalom, #1245 

N VSN017 Flagler Beach 
Zoe Rauscher drone 
Laira Rauscher land 
photos 
 

25Jan Sun 12:30 29 30.5   (.508) 
81 07.8   (.125) 

UNK MC prob STA VSN018 N Flagler Beach 
UNK 
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Date Day Time Lat  Long Class/ID Hdg Orig/VSN Notes 
30 Jan Fri 12:54   

 
29 30.5   (.508) 
81 07.8   (.130)  

MC 
#1515,  Ghost 

STA VSN020 S Flagler Beach 
Gamble Rogers 
Michelle Ross drone 
Jeff Greene drone 
FWC dart boat 
   

4 Feb Wed 10:28 29 22.4  (.373)   
81 04.1  ( .068)                                                   

MC 
Boomerang,  #2503 

N VSN023 
FLWS083 
 

Ormond 
Michelle drone 

4 Feb Wed 17:08 27 47.5 
80 21.9 
Vero Beach at 
Wabasso 

HUWH N  VSN024 Joel & Julie turned back,  
(check details) 

10 Feb Tues 12:22 30 10.5 
81 20.6 
 

HUWH S VSN025 
MRWP 

 

10 Feb Tues 12:45 
 

29 31.8  (.530) 
81 08.6   (.147) 

MC 
Magic, #1243 

STA VSN026 Team 3, Varn Park to 
Flagler by the Sea 
campground,  
FWC plane  
  

10 Feb Tues 11:50 
 
 

29 15.6  (.260) 
81 00.7   (.012) 
 

MC 
Uca, #3390 

STA VSN027 
BWRI 
 
 

Ormond, 
Joel 
 

12 Feb  Thur 17:24 30 03.3  (.055) 
81 19.2   (.320) 

MC 
Magic  #1243 

S VSN028 
MRWP 

Tom called 
Ponte Vedra Beach 
Jeff Greene, Shea Lox 
People on deck photo 
 

12 Feb Thur 16:53 29 13.5 
81 00.3 
 

HUWH N VSN029 Daytona 
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Date Day Time Lat  Long Class/ID Hdg Orig/VSN Notes 
12 Feb Thur 17:24 30 38.6 

81 25.9 
 

 ID UNK 
Species not clear 
(paged as MC, then 
deleted) 

E VSN030 distant video, nothing 
convincing; paged due to 
proximity to Port of 
Fernandina Beach 
 

13 Feb Fri 10:28 28 58.5  (.975) 
80 50.8  (.847) 

MC 
Slalom, #1245 

STA VSN031 New Smyrna Beach  
Julie & Joel 
 
 

14Feb Sat 08:36 29  36.1  (.602) 
81 10,2   (.170) 

MC 
Boomerang, #2503, 
 
 

S VSN032 
MRWP 
 
 
 

Jen calls, Beach walker 
Hammock Dunes 
Jungle Hut Rd. 
Jeff Greene 
Carol Logan 
Laura Rauscher 
Jack Dewhurst 
 

14 Feb Sat `13:47 28 39.7  (.661) 
80 38.0  (.648) 

MC  
Slalom, #1245 
 

S VSN033 
BWRI 

Narrative ? 

14 Feb Sat 14:25 29  43.8   (.730) 
80 59.9   (.998) 

2 ADULTS 
Babushka, #3890 
Calamari, #3946 
 

STA VSN034 
FLWS106 

PAIR 
 

15 Feb Sun  Matanzas Inlet HUWH   Breeching, video 
 

16 Feb  Mon 09:19 29 26.6  (.443)   
81 05.8  (.097) 

GRP 
 pair +others 
4 adults 

STA  
 

VSN035 Tony Caruso 
Cynde Levin 
Gamble Rogers 
S Flagler 
No drones, contributed 
photos 
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Date Day Time Lat  Long Class/ID Hdg Orig/VSN Notes 
16 Feb Mon 8:44 + 

20min 
N Flagler  
29.30.7  (.512) 
81 08.5   (.147) 

MC pair (?), lost 
Far out, ID UNK 
“soft” report 

 Russ & Linda 
Hatfield, 
address #2450 
 

 
CAT  UNK/MC? 
 

16 Feb Mon 15:38   29 19.6  
81 02.9 
Ormond 

1 AD, maybe MC 
Juno 
 

N 
 

VSN036 Julie, unverified 
 

17 Feb Tues 10:41 28 58.2 
80 50.9 
New Smyrna  
 

2 AD  
(1 yr-old and 2-yr old) 

S VSN037 
BWRI 

Rita & Mark Nafziger 
called hotline; 2 
juveniles; Joel drone 

17 Feb Tues 13:34 28 56.1   (.935)   
80 48.5  (.808) 
 

GRP  
3 juveniles 
2025 c of 3540, 
2024 c of 1703,   
2025 c of 4150 

SE  
 

VSN038 
BWRI 

BWRI narrative, Joel trio 
2025 c of 4150; pair of 
juveniles plus one that 
joined; Joel drone 
 
   

17 Feb Tues 17:00 28 57.1 
80 48.5 

MC 
Juno, #1612 

S VSN039 
BWRI 
 

Joel drone 

18 Feb Wed 10:28 29 46.1  (.768)   
81 14.6  (.243) 
 

MC 
Squilla, #3720 

N VSN040 Team 1 
Mike Darragh 
Crescent Beach Park 
 

19 Feb Thur 11:12 28 36.7 
80 31.0 

MC S VSN041 TBD/UNK, contributed 
Facebook video, boater, 
Joel will analyze screen 
shots from video. 
 

22 Feb Sun 16:20 29 38.8  
81 11.7  

HUWH STA VSN042 Surf Club 3 

27 Feb Fri  Surf Club HUWH    video, 2 hrs old 
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Date Day Time Lat  Long Class/ID Hdg Orig/VSN Notes 
27 Feb Fri 15:00 Cinnamon 

Beach 
unknown   Reported to Julie;  

No supporting info; 
Suspect sighting 
 

1 Mar Sun 14:00 29 09.2 
80 57.9 

HUWH STA VSN043, BWRI Beach Safety-Dunlawton 
called hotline; sent video 
to Julie (check) 
 

2 Mar Mon 16:57 29 43.2  (.720) 
81 13.5  (.225) 

PAIR 
Babushka, #3890 
Calamari, #3946 
 

STA FLWS135 
MRWP 

Summerhouse, Crescent 
Beach  
Sara calls, friends, 
Michelle drone 
 
 

5 Mar Thur 11:00 29 43.3 (.722)   
 81 13.6   (.227) 

MC 
Juno, #1612 

S 
 

VSN044 John Gustat 
Summerhouse, 
Crescent Beach 
Jeff  drone 
Worked down to Surf 
Club at 16:17 
 

7 Mar Sat 10:43 29 37.6   
81 10.8 
Bay Drive Park 
 

HUWH    STA VSN045 
MRWP 

breeching ¾ out 

10 Mar Tues 16:31 29 32.1 
81 09.1 
Flagler Beach 

HUWH  
N 

VSN046 
BWRI 
 

Melissa Gratias called 
hotline and sent Julie 
phots & videos; FWC 
paged out 
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Date Day Time Lat  Long Class/ID Hdg Orig/VSN Notes 
14 Mar Sat 10:05 29 43.3  (.722)    

81 13.6   (.060 
MC 
Mirror,  #4617  
(1st calf) 

S FLWS150 
@12:24 
 

Public call from Ocean 
Hammock Park 
Julie relay 
day of MRWP final 
meeting 
  

14Mar Sat 16:45 29 40.1    
81 12.0 

MC 
Mirror, #4617  
(1st calf) 
 

S VSN047 
MRWP 

Marineland 
Jeff Greene drone after 
meeting 
 

21 Mar Sat 10:25  29 30.3 
81 08.0  
Flagler Pier 
 

HUWH N  Tony Caruso 

22 Mar Sun 10:03  29 41.6  
81 12.7 Gene 
Johnson 

HUWH STA  VSN049 
MRWP 

Jeannie Cardanay; FWC 
paged 

22 Mar Sun 16:18 Surf Club Prob HUWH    Surf Club via Julie 
 

23 Mar Mon 17:30 
(paged 
19:25) 

29 59.4 
81 18.9 

 HUWH 
 

STA  VSN050 
MRWP 

Via Linda Wilson; 
Photo by friend of vol 
Susanna Roberts; Jungle 
Hut/Old Salt Park 
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Table 2.  Presentations to groups and organizations, 2025-26 season 

A: MRWP Volunteer Recruitment/Training/Informational 

Date Presenter Detail 

5 Jan 26 Terran McGinnis Season opener event and volunteer training, Whitney Lab, 
Marineland, FL (171  attendees), Photos 

7 Feb 26 Terran McGinnis Mid Season Meeting, Whitney Lab, Marineland, Photos 

14 Mar 26 Terran McGinnis,  
Jim Hain,  
Ed Gerstein 

End of Season Meeting, Whitney Lab, Marineland, 
Photos, (125 attendees), Photos 

 
B: Public Outreach & Education 

Date Presenter Detail 

9  Sept 25 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, Sawgrass Women’s Club 
(75 attendees); Photos 

8 Nov 25 Terran McGinnis “Unique Marine Mammals of NE FL”, Flagler College 
Lifelong Learning (6 attendees); Photos 

13 Nov 25 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, FLEET Landing (100 
attendees); Photos 

18 Nov 25 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, Christ Episcopal Church, Ponte 
Vedra (60 attendees), Photos 

4 Dec 25 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, Ponte Vedra Beach library (9 
attendees), Photos 

10 Dec 25 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, Matanzas Shores 
Condominiums (60 attendees), Photos 

15 Jan 26 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, Anastasia Island library (60 
attendees), Photos 

22 Jan 26 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, Anastasia Island Library (60 
attendees), Photos 

29 Jan 26 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, Bartram Trail library (25 
attendees), Photos 

31 Jan 26 Terran McGinnis “All about Right Whales”, Ormond Beach Library (25 
attendees) 

  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WZm82r2URvJgXlJrwdf7vAcxOsVu3CJ-?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RnPKV1-tbxb9iwmwBk47Xr-WJ2EUR4jf?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gyGbkwCvM4LLWjnWFqIw-ak8adm4m0D0?usp=drive_link
https://photos.app.goo.gl/H3tNNbcQyDWNwRnq5
https://photos.app.goo.gl/SDicVLjzKqDLWbZb8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/YP6my6Ntq9TK8SZJA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/qtsyjGrwrEw8rTFY7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/cwSbnimcT1YgcT8o9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/rXUnafgBwf94RhYx8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/reU1EfZiQQqPj8tr7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/1KqNQHth9CXGQehHA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/D9cjqmQpsq6bCpv1A
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Figure 2.  The mother-calf pairs by season as reported by the Marineland Right Whale Project.  
There was large variability—a peak in 2009, and four seasons with no mother-calf pair sightings 
in our area.  
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Figure 3.  Mother-calf pairs by calving season reported by all sources, compiled by the New 
England Aquarium. 
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Table 3.  Mother-calf pairs for the 2025-2026 season. 

ID Name age # calf Calving 
interval 

MRWP/BWRI 
sight 

1243 Magic 44 8 5 x 
1245 Slalom 44 7 4 x 
1515 Ghost >41 9 4 x 
1612 Juno >40 9     2   1 x 
1620 Mantis >40 8 4  
2503 Boomerang 31 5 6 x 
2614 Tripelago 30 6 4  
2642 Echo 30 4 6  
3010  Binary >26 4 5  
3020 Giza >26 4 5  
3101 Harmonia 25 4 6  
3157 Cascade 25 4 4  
3260 Skittle >24 3     2    1  
3390 Uca >23 2 14 x 
3520 Millipede 21 3 5 x 
3593  >21 2 5  
3720 Squilla 19 2 5 x 
3760 Callosity Back 19 1 n/a x 
3780 Bermuda >19 2       2     1  
3860 Bocce 18 3 5  
3904 Champagne 17 2 5 x 
4610  10 1 n/a  
4617 Mirror 10 1 n/a x 
      

 

Source:  records compiled by neaq.org 

1.  Lost calf, nursing interval absent or shortened, e.g. Juno’s last calf was born and lost in 2024. 
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Figure 4.  At the annual meeting of the North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium, the population 
estimate for 2024 was given as 384 +10/-9.  Noteworthy is the upward trend in estimated 
population size since 2020.  We are watchful and cautiously optimistic for the coming years. 

 


